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Arctic Armor 
Grade Level (6-8) 

 

Brief Project Description  
Arctic armor design and haiku battle 

 
Student Learning Goal(s)  
Students will learn about Inupiat history; Students will 
learn about the types of armor created and used in the 
arctic and compare/contrast that to other types of armor. 
Students will learn about the use of form and function in 
design. 
 
LESSON SUMMARY  

• Students will learn how artists have been 
influenced by nature, natural forms and color in 
art throughout history.  

• Innovation and other historic information 
relating to Alaskan cultural tradition will be 
studied. 

• Students design and create a replica of arctic 
style armor, using readily available materials 
such as cardboard, string and tape, combining 
their own ideas, local cultural imagery, and 
implementing traditional techniques. 

 
 

BACKGROUND/PREREQUISITE LESSONS 
One of the tasks is to have a haiku. Students will write a 
haiku poem based on the reading, and discussions 
Students read, and complete the How to Haiku 
instruction worksheet, and copy their haiku onto the 
project.    

 
 
 
 
ESTIMATED TIME  
Six to eight hours of instruction and construction time. 
 
 
ART CONCEPTS/ SKILLS 
form, color, balance, symmetry,  
traditional Inupiat art forms: sewing, function, design 
 
 
MULTIPLE INTELLIGENCE(S) 
__x__Linguistic           _x_ Logical/Mathematical  
 _x___Spatial  
__x__ Kinesthetic       ___ Musical   
__x__ Interpersonal  
___x_ Intrapersonal. ____ Naturalist 
 

 
TRADITIONAL/ CULTURAL KNOWLEDGE 
Students will study the traditional art of sewing. 
Students will explore nature and natural designs.  
Students will learn historical stories and cultural 
legends. Elders will be an integral part of the lesson in 
connecting story to art by sharing stories that are 
shown in a piece of art/regalia or artifact. 
 
 

 

ARTS STANDARDS National & Alaska 
VA:Cr3.1.Ia  
Apply relevant criteria from traditional and contemporary  
cultural contexts to examine, reflect on, and plan 
revisions for works of art and design in progress. 
 

VA:Re.7.2.Ia 
Analyze how one’s understanding of the world is 
affected by experiencing visual imagery. 
 

NA-VA.K-12.2 Using Knowledge of Structures and 
Functions 

NA-VA.K-12.4 Understanding the Visual Arts in Relation 
to History and Cultures 

NA-VA.K-12.6 Making Connections between Visual Arts 
and Other Disciplines 

CULTURAL STANDARDS 

A.	Culturally-knowledgeable students are well grounded in 

the cultural heritage and traditions of their community. 	

D.	Culturally-knowledgeable students are able to engage 

effectively in learning activities that are based on traditional 
ways of knowing and learning.  

E.	Culturally-knowledgeable students demonstrate an 

awareness and appreciation of the relationships and processes 
of interaction of all elements in the world around them 	
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DISTRICT ILF  
Environmental:  sewing, tools 
Historical:  North Slope history 
Individual:  men’s roles, women’s roles 
Community: relationships 
 
 
 
INTRODUCTION  
Hook: discussion on ingenuity of the arctic people. 
OU: Each society has its own aesthetics - i.e., what is 
considered beautiful - that determine the forms that works of 
art take. 
EQ: How is the Alaskan Culture aesthetic expressed through 
the arts?   
OU: All individuals can and should engage in some level of 
artistic expression.  
EQ: Why do people produce art?  
 
 
INTEGRATED ACTIVITY SEQUENCE 
 
Introduction reading of arctic armor  
Verbal or class worksheet. 
 
Anatomy of armor Reference  
Display image of arctic style armor. Pose the questions to 
consider and discuss the anatomy of armor with the class.  
 
Writing Activity 
Students will explore the design elements in art by looking at 
the colors used, motifs and balance. Students will also explore 
functionality and form design in a way that would work with 
armor designs. 
  
Research 
Students will use online resources to locate pictures of various 
styles of armor. They will analyze and explain function of the 
armor. Students will use information from their analysis of 
independent research to generate ideas to design and create 
their armor. 
  
Exploration of the use of nature and natural features 
 in design 
Students access websites to explore the various ways animals 
such as armadillos, turtles, and porcupines use "armor" to 
protect themselves. Discuss how each animal uses these 
attributes for protection and what similarities, if any, you see 
between these natural features and an arctic suit of armor. 
 
Drawing activity 
Prior to actually creating their suit of armor students will make 
preliminary design idea sketches. Students draw two traditional 
and two original designs. Designs should have personal 
meaning based on their haiku poem. 
Students will color the images using color pencil or markers. 
Show evidence of observation with patience, creativity, and 
focus using a variety of learned and explored techniques. 
 
  

Discussion and demonstration 
Students listen to teacher explanation of arctic armor and other 
types of armor used through history and witness a demo on 
construction methods. 
  
Studio activity 
Students will follow a process rubric to create traditional and 
original suit of armor. Students will share a story (family and/or 
traditional) while working. 
  
Class Critique 
Students articulate understandings of the processes by 
participation in verbal presentation/sharing to class. Students 
identify what “works” and what could be done differently in their 
own work. They identify qualities of successful design (see 
GRASPS) 
  
Culminating written activity 
Students take the time to write a truthful, well-written artist 
statement, reflection and assessment. 
 
 
Other Evidence (Graded) 
• Presentation of completed artwork (DOK 3) 
• computer research on different armor (DOK 2) 
• conduct independent research using the 

internet/books in order to understand the role of art 
within culture, and it’s potential to transform and 
inspire others (DOK 2) 

• preliminary design concepts (DOK 3) 
• Collect and use information from research to generate 

ideas to create a suit of armor for their final   
project(DOK 4) 

 
ASSESSMENT 
Your role as artist is to design and create a traditional suit of 
arctic armor. 
 
Formal: Performance (GRASPS) You have been 
commissioned by the local corporation to create a culturally 
significant suit of armor to represent the community. Using 
what you have learned about art and armor use resources 
available locally and on the internet, explore various local 
cultural images, stories, attachment to environment, culture 
other elements of nature. 
 
 
Your goal is to conceptualize and create, in both design and 
functionality a traditional style suit of armor. You will need to 
present your completed armor design to your peers. The suit of 
armor will be on display in the school. 
 
• Self Assessment: 
• Self Reflection: Student reflects on the meaning of 

their work and the process by writing an analysis of 
their artwork, identifying the principals and elements 
of art that they chose to use. 
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Present their Armor  

All students stand around the room and taking turns each 
student presents their armor and reads the haiku to the class.  

Declare A Winner/Haiku Battle  

In the end, the class declares a winner for the best armor and 
haiku. The class vote for the best armor by a show of hands 
(they can’t vote for their own).  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
COVID  ADAPTATIONS – remote learning 

In lieu of cardboard recreation of armor, students will create a 
life size Inupiat warrior by tracing and transforming the full size 
outline of themselves. Use the readings and class handouts to 
create a realistic Inupiat warrior with armor.  

1. At the top of the page place the name for your warrior.  

2. Below the warrior’s name write a haiku that the warrior might 
have composed about Inupiat warfare.  

3. The warrior should have weapons 

4. The warrior should have armor that resembles what the 
Inupiat warrior actually wore.  

5.  In the background of your warrior, draw an arctic landscape. 

Consider what characteristics a real Inupiat warrior would have 
had in order to be a successful protector and warrior.  

 

 
Lesson by; Elena Allers 
  
RESOURCES 
 Additional Acknowledgements: 
 
Legends of the Northern Eskimo. 1971, William A. Oquilluk 
 
Eskimos Knew. 1962, Tillie Pine, Joseph Levine 
 
llison Warden, research on Inupiaq armor 
https://alaska.si.edu/record.asp?id=674    https://alaska.si.edu/record.asp?id=681  
 
Kunstkamera in St. Petersburg Russia	 http://tour.kunstkamera.ru/?lang=en#1241881493 
 
Edward Nelson Eskimo About Bering Strait. 1899  https://archive.org/details/eskimoberingstrait00nelsrich 
 
Murdoch from the Barrow region published in 1892: https://archive.org/details/pointbarrowexped00murdr 
 
Smithsonian Learning Lab: https://learninglab.si.edu/org/sasc-ak 
	
YouTube channel: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCNpC1tX-kqJaSU7ZSxUWAfA	
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Questions for Viewing	
• This suit is comprised of different pieces; take a moment to note where each piece ends and another begins. 
• Imagine putting the suit on. What would you put on first (or last)? Why? 
• Which parts of this suit support movement? How? Describe the range of motion each area might support. 
• Which areas offer the most protection? What do you see that makes you say that? 
• This suit of armor was designed to offer protection from weapons such as arrows and lances. How is the form of this suit 

similar to or different from the clothing worn today to protect people from bad weather? 

 
Kunstkamera Museum, St. Petersburg Russia	  

  
Kunstkamera Museum, St. Petersburg Russia	  


